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FELLOW-CITIZENS: 


T this alarming, and indeed very critical, period, it is neceſſary for every man, however humble may be his ſtation; to 

F lend his aid, towards retrieving his Country from the calamities in which the unhappy diviſions of party have driven her. 

he time of Election of Repreſentatives to Parliament is that, in which the Body of the People have an opportunity of 
ſhewing their public Virtue, their public Spirit. 

That opportunity now offers iiſelf; and you areanſwerableto yourſelves and to poſterity, if you abuſe the powerconfined to you. 

It:s the misfortune of E.leQurs tar removed from the ſcene of Action, that they are dictate to, and even underit nd, 
thiough the medium of others. 

It 1> your good fortune tu be ſo circumſtanced, in point of immediate information, as to be able to judge for yourſelves. 

You arc nut the ſl ves of the underſtandings of other men. You ought to be above the dictation of the proudeſt Mer- 
chat, or body of Merchants, that exiſt, | 7 5 

It, through any partial favour or ſelf-intereſt, any Merchant or body of Merchants recommend to mea Candidate, for the 
pr -ſer-a:;0n ot my dearett Rights ; whatever deterence I may pay to their opinion, there is ſomething further than their recom- 
made ion, which ſhould direct my choice. 


| wil cnquice whether the Candidate has had any dealings with the public? and whether, in thoſe dealings, he has acquitted 
him:vif with honour to himſelf, and an attention to the good of his Country? 


i would alfo, as a Trader, be particularly anxious to know, whether, in his private tranſactions, the Candidate flands _ | 


impcached, of any deſigns to defraud his fellow Traders: 

It, in either of thole inſtances, h- will not bear the touch of Inquiry; not all the entreaties of Friends, or obligations to 
Cuſtomers, ſhould prevail on me to proſtitute my honeſt Vote. 

Now, for the Application: Mr. RicHArD ATK1NSON has been recommended ty you by a meeting at the London Tavern. 

You all knw th:s man has had concerns with the Public, in Conttacts for Rum and Ships, to the amount of Millions; 
and you all knaw fo well how he acquitted himſelf of his Public Truft ; that | need offer nothing more to your obſervation 
than that an eminent Planter of Jamaica declared in his place, in the Houſe of Commons, that he would have executed the 
Contraa for Rum, at nalf the Price that ATK1nsoN and Roginson, cribbed from the Public Purſe. | | 

Of the probity of his private Tranſactions I will give only the following inftance, as the moſt hardy and beſt authenticated 
that occurs to me. | 

In the Year 1779, Mr. ATx1inson contracted with Mr. CouLson of SCaRBokRouUGH ;j a man of fair character, but of 
fortune very reſtrict-d, for a Ship called the Venus, and with Mr. SPEDDING of WHITEHAVEN, for a Ship called the Monarch, 
and ſent them on a Voyage to Jamaica to bring home a cargo of Sugar. In the charter parties, liberty was given to let them into 
the ſervice of Government. 

When the unfortunate expedition to the Spaniſh Main was meditated, General Dall ing, the then Governor of Jamaica, 
took up ſeveral veſſels as tranſports, for the conveyance of the troops, ſtores, &c. Among theſe were the Venus and Monarch: 
the charter parties were dated 19th March, 1780. Among other ſtipulations one was that, if the Ships ſhould, by any means be 
loſt, the Governor ſhould pay for them at the following rates; | | 

| | 5 For the Venus £ 3500 
| For the Monarch 4 | | 
t Being the ſame valuation which Atkinſon was by the charter parties bound to pay the Owners.” Another ſtipulation was, that 


ATK1Xs0N ſhould be paid the ſuppoſed difference in freight, between theſe chartered Ships and others, which might bring 


hom- his Sugars on ſpecific freights, amounting to Ca i, which on that day was paid to his Agent, and by him immediate] 


remitted to ATKINSON, who not approving of the Agents calculation, ſent out another, whereby the difference was ſtated to be 


20 23. 9s. 10d. which Governor Dalling ſubmitted to; and to make up that ſum actually paid to ATK1nsow's Agent on the 
xt of Febru-ry 1781, £1102. 9s. 10d. This certain profit Ark s, retains in his purſe at the preſent hour. 
Although the fate of the two Ships was nearly fimilar, the c: the Venue, as being that which came to deciſion, ſhall 
be the ſubject of the following narrative. 
This Veſſel loſt the whole of her Crew by mortality, except th Car 
order of the Commanding Officer on the 23d of September, 10. 


SORT. 


On the 5th of January, 178z, ATK1Nnson adviſes | 
a b ir exiſted with General: Nen 
Insa the 


and remitted to him. | 
la the mean time Mr. CouLsoNw's applications to ATKINSON were frequent; to which he received anſwers of only evaſion 
and duplicity. He, Arkixsox, carefully concealing every part of the terms of the tranſactions with General DALLiNG, 

Thus matters ftoo.l, until the arrival of Governor DALLIxG in March, 1782. 

Upon application to the Governor, he immediately ſaid that he had paid for thoſe Ships by Bills on the Treaſury in Auguſt, 
1781. He referred to his accounts and vouchers at the Treaſury, and with an integrity which became him, offered to appear to 
eviace the facts. | | | 5 | 

The Owner's Agent applied to the Treaſury, the Pay Office, and Bank, to trace the tranſaction, all which offices lent their 
aid to the diſcovery. | 8 | AM 

Thus armed, Cou1.50n brought an action in May, 1782. Arxixsox, uninformed of the diſcoveries made by CouLson, 
had the confidence to ftand a trial, which came on in July, 1782. The defence ſet up at the trial is curious. | 

iſt, AT&1N50X endeavours to find error in the form of the Action; that failing, he requires proof of payment of the money 
to his Agent in Jamaica ; this proof Governor Dalling furniſhed. Mr. Bearcroft (with Ark1nsow fitting at his elbow) 
then driven to his laſt ſhift, ſaid with a kind of triumph, ** You muf? prove that we have received the money here.” Unluckily 


for his Client the bills were produced by a Clerk from the Pay Office, with Atkin/on's receipt on the back. The Council hung 
his head, and dropped his brief in torpid amazement. 


The reſult need unt be told—a verdict under the direction of Lord Mansfield with indignation, for the [ 3500, with intereſt 


and coſts. U pon this tranſaction, there can be no difference in opinion among men. 
It muft be allowed, firſt, that it is as glaring an act of moral turpitude, as ever was attempted. 
Secondly, That the Author of it is not deſerving of public or private confidence. 
| TH JURY WERE, | 
Thomas Gorman, Nobert Nixon, Alexander Champion, P Edward Griffin, 
| James Sanderſon, Peter Lk — ; Henry Hanſon, Richard Broſter, 
William Palmer, Benjamin Lutkins, © William Hodgſon, | Charles Bonner. 
With regard to Mr. Sprppixd, having never heard of the agreement with Governor DALLiNG, or the loſs of the Ship 
in the ſervice of Government, he finally ſettled with ATx1x50N his account of freight, and was paid the ballance in July, 1781. 
But the trial of the Venus having brought to light facts before unknown to him, particularly the receipt of Arkixsox's 
Agent, dated 21ſt Auguſt, 1781, ©* f:r £6800, the value of two tranſport Ships, named the Monarch and Venus, loft on the Spaniſb 
© Main,” hz on the 15th July, 1702, applied to ATK1Ns0x for that juſtice, which had been extorted from him by CouLsoN, 
ATK1N5SON, as uſual, evaded, p:ucraſtinated, and ſhuffled. SyEDDIxG brought his action in October, 1782. ATKINSON 
retai ned the money during the vacation, and did not pay it, until a few days before the matter was to come to iſſue, in Decem- 
ber following, when he paid it with intereſt and coſts, | 
I am, Fellow Citizens, | 
Your real Well Wiſher, 


Lenten, 29th Merch, 1584 "I JT URT OM 


„ and was fo eaten by worms, that ſhe was burnt, 
On the 4thof November following, the Agent of Arkixsox ic Jamaica writes to him to acquainthim with the loſs of he 
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